Bonne Femme Stakeholder Committee Minutes 10 Jan., ‘05 
Members Present: Annie Pope, George Montgomery, Steven Sapp, Stephen Cheavens, Amelia Cottle, Ben Londeree, Stephanie Smith, Jane Travlos, Randal Clark, David Bedan, Chuck Miller, Glen Ehrhardt, Robin Crane, Carol Van Gorp, Don Stamper.

Members Absent: Bill Crockett, Steve Sowers, David Grant.
Others present:  
Steering Committee: Bill Florea, Roxie Campbell, Terry Frueh, Scott Voney, Bob Lerch, Scott Schulte.
Meeting ran 2 hours

The meeting started out with introductions and approval of the previous meeting minutes, after clarifying who attended and who did not.  In addition, Carol Van Gorp will supply some additions to the section about her educational presentation. 
There was some discussion about the use of the ‘Parking Lot’.  There has been a problem of topics brought up for discussion that were not directly pertinent to the current discussion, which took the committee off of what they were discussing and delayed discussion of topics on the agenda. Such derailing topics would be written on a flip chart (Parking Lot) for later discussion.  It was decided a chairman would make the call if something does not seem pertinent to the current discussion; if the person who brought up the topic felt strongly about its pertinence, they would explain how, and the group would decide whether or not to follow the raised issue. 
Stakeholders were given invitations to the Open House on February 23rd.   They were also invited to display at the open house. 
Educational Presentation:
Stephanie Smith presented on agriculture in Boone County, which is a very huge topic.  Total agricultural products sold in 2002 in Boone County were $35,801,000.   Crop sales were $19,698,000 and livestock sales were $16,103,000. This was produced on 269,605 acres representing 1,388 farms averaging 194 acres each. This is based on the 2002 Census of Agriculture County Profile.

Missouri is the #1 state for registrations of purebred cattle. It is #2 in total beef cattle numbers for the entire United States.  The horse industry is important in Boone County. Registered and commercial (crossbred) cattle are present, as well as smaller numbers of hogs and pigs, sheep and lambs, and poultry.  Crops represented in Boone County include the big three (soybeans, corn, and wheat) as well as milo and tobacco.  We also have vineyards, truck farmers, greenhouses and seed and farm equipment sales. About half of the farmers work full time in agriculture, about half are part time.

Those of us in agriculture love our land. Many of us are very interested in using our land in a sustainable way and using practices that minimize soil erosion or other negative impacts.  Federal and State cost share practices have been a help in doing this.

Open Meeting Policy Act:
The group decided unanimously to follow the Open Meeting Policy Act.
Grouping and Clarification of Issues:
The Stakeholders discussed how the issues should be organized, looking at three options: two drafted by Terry Frueh (one with issues listed, one with them listed and a brief definition of each), and one by Steve Cheavens (where the issues were grouped into three broader categories to show how they are related).  The group decided to go with all three options, with one member voting against going with all three because Cheavens’ document went beyond the purpose of the list. The question was raised about if this was in final form, with some people thinking it should be flexible and keep being added to throughout the planning process.  Other people wanted it to be finalized. The group decided unanimously to have the list be finalized as of Jan. 10th; other issues could be added, but they would have a date indicating when they were added. 

The Stakeholders then proceeded to work through all of the topics on the draft that included the definitions.  Several issues were added, and a few were slightly reworded, and one was split in two (see final version). 
Next Stakeholder Committee Meeting:
The next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., March 14th, 2005 at Boone County Fire Protection District Headquarters.  

