Bonne Femme Stakeholder Committee Minutes 13 Dec., ‘04 
Members Present: Annie Pope, George Montgomery, Steven Sapp, Stephen Cheavens,  Ben Londeree, Stephanie Smith, Jane Travlos, Randal Clark, David Bedan, Steve Sowers, Chuck Miller, Glen Ehrhardt, Robin Crane, David Grant, Carol Van Gorp.

Members Absent: Bill Crockett, Amelia Cottle, Don Stamper.
Others present:  
Steering Committee: Bill Florea, Roxie Campbell, Terry Frueh.
Meeting ran 2 hours

The meeting started out with introductions and approval of the previous meeting minutes.
Educational Presentation:
Carol Van Gorp presented the highlights from the December 2 Economic Outlook Conference sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce on the economic and population growth outlook for Boone County.  According to Judith Stallman with the Truman School of Public Affairs, the County’s labor pool is highly educated in comparison to the state and nation, and there is low unemployment here.  The sales and service private sector provide the majority of jobs for workers.  There are also more people commuting into work in the County than commuting out, the majority of which come from Callaway, Howard, Cooper, and Randolph Counties.  Unfortunately, there is a high net migration out of Columbia of young, single, college-educated people.  It looks like the economy will continue to expand, with all three institutions of higher learning planning on increasing their enrollment and faculty, as well as private companies increasing their employees.

Affordability of housing for our workforce is a major concern.  Along with the growing economy come more people moving into the County, thereby driving the demand for housing. Audrain, Howard, and Randolph Counties are actually decreasing in population and providing some of the inflow.  Along with increases in home construction, the sale of homes and their median price are trending upward over the last several years.  In 2000, the median price of a lot in Southern Columbia and Boone County was $42,500 compared to $48,900 in 2004.  In the same area, a single-family home’s average price was $161,819 in 2000 compared to $194,034 in 2004.  During the same period, the median price has risen from $141,000 to $167,000.  This is related to a national population increase, due in part to a large influx of immigrants.  In the 1990 census, 1 in 20 people were foreign-born.  In the 2000 census, 1 in 7 were foreign born.  It was noted that around 3% of the population of Boone County speak a language other than English at home.  
Open Meeting Policy Act:
Bill Florea briefly discussed that the Stakeholders should consider following the open meetings policy act (“sunshine law”), even though they are not required to follow it. There was some discussion about if the Stakeholders should do it if they don’t have to, and some were not familiar with it.  Bill strongly urged that they follow the Sunshine Law so that they are fully transparent, especially since they are making decisions that affect people who live in the watershed.  They decided to table the issue for the next meeting. 

Operating Ground Rules for Stakeholder Committee:

The Stakeholders voted unanimously to adopt the ground rules as they had discussed them last time and written in the handout ‘Stakeholder Decision Making.doc’.
February Open House:

The project is putting on an Open House for members of the public to see what the project is doing, and to give their input to the process. The Stakeholders were invited to have displays if they wanted.  Concern was expressed that an invite may not be enough to guarantee that the Stakeholders would be adequately represented in a fair and balanced way.  Staff reminded the Committee that the invitation was for individual members of the Stakeholder Committee to have displays at the open house.  The purpose of the displays is to educate those who live in the watershed, not only about the project, but also about other ongoing activities in the watershed such as, but not limited to, agriculture, recreation, commerce, development and construction.  Staff would be open to advice from the Committee regarding the make up of displays.  It was decided that a sub-committee would be formed to provide such advice.  Members Grant, Pope, and Sapp expressed interest in giving input towards what is displayed. 
Grouping and Clarification of Issues:

Terry Frueh explained that the purpose of the grouping and definition done in “Stakeholder Committee Issues Clarification and Grouping draft II.doc”.  These are the Stakeholders issues in the watershed, to be considered throughout the planning process.  The Stakeholders task is to make sure each issue is properly defined.  This is necessary since a bullet statement can be misinterpreted, as evidenced by Terry’s attempt to define to each bullet.
The committee discussed at length the document and its approach. Some suggested that it didn’t need to be included in the final plan; others strongly objected, saying that it did need to be included (although not necessarily in its current format/content), and the group concurred. Some suggested that it should be in bullet format only since the definitions seemed cumbersome and unnecessary; the longer format (i.e. including definitions) could be added as an appendix.  Several issues were added, and several were clarified (these changes will be clearly indicated in the revised document). Staff will create a new document that is a condensed version including just the bullets. Members are still welcome to send their issues to staff. In addition, Cheavens created a new way of looking at the list of issues, and will send it to everyone.
Next Stakeholder Committee Meeting:
The next meeting will be at 7 p.m., January 10th, 2005 at Boone County Fire Protection District Headquarters.  

