DRAFT


Complementary and Conflicting Vision Elements

Subgroup 1: Ben Londeree, Carolyn Terry, Robin Crane, Donna Dodge, George Montgomery

Subgroup 2: Glen Ehrhart, Dave Benett, Amelia Cottle, Dave Bedan, Jane Travlos, Stephanie Smith

Complementary

Subgroup 1:

· Undeveloped land and viable agriculture

· Jobs and economics and retail

· Parks and healthy streams

· Roads and retail

· Good roads and services

· Quality of life and:

· creek stability, safe level of pollutants, minimal silt,  “no”  flooding of structures
· parks
· new style livable communities

· fire, police protection
· New-style livable communities (‘watershed-friendly’) and clean streams

Subgroup 2:

· Viable agriculture and undeveloped areas

· Economics and tax base

· Mixed use (farming, urban, public land) and jobs

· Quality of life and:

· Parks

· Healthy streams including creek stability, safe level of pollutants, minimal silt, minimize flooding of structure

· Innovative and alternative livable communities (e.g. LID)

· Special protection for certain areas and:

· Recharge areas

· Parks

· Karst areas including sinkholes, caves, springs

· Undeveloped areas

· Clean water

Conflicting

Subgroup 1:

· Urbanization (roads, retail, development) vs. clean streams

· Urbanization vs. special protection for certain areas

· Property rights vs. clean water

· Development vs. flooding

Subgroup 2:

· Cost of implementing BMPs vs. funding sources

· Conventional communities vs. clean streams

· Urbanization vs. viable agriculture

· Poorly designed roads vs. clean streams

· Developed vs. undeveloped areas

· Sewage treatment vs. funding sources

Complementary


The two subgroups outlined which vision elements they thought were complementary with one another.  Two vision elements are considered complementary if in the process of achieving one vision element, it would be easy or helpful to achieve its complementary vision element. This narrative adds clarification about how the vision elements are complementary.  In addition, it consolidates the two subgroups’ lists to enhance their comprehensibility.  The raw list of the complementary vision elements is included to help the reader understand from where this narrative came.  

Both subgroups listed undeveloped land and viable agriculture as complementary. Any goals that encourage agriculture would necessarily encourage undeveloped land since agriculture needs the undeveloped land to operate, and any goals that encourage undeveloped land could include encouraging agriculture in order to garner greater support.

Both subgroups also listed economics being complementary with the vision elements jobs, retail and tax base.  Having a good supply of well-paying jobs helps to boost the local economy since those employees will spend money in the area; in addition, having a healthy retail sector provides jobs and boosts the economy, especially since that sector brings dollars into the community because Columbia is a regional retail center.  Plentiful jobs, a healthy economy, and a good retail sector all support the tax base at the local, state, and federal levels.


The vision element ‘quality of life’ was listed as being complementary with numerous vision elements (parks, healthy streams, innovative communities, and municipal services). Quality of life, or what makes people’s living better, is very subjective and community-specific.  Many people in Boone County find that the parks (both city and state) in the area add enjoyment to their lives and make this a more attractive place to live.  Many people also appreciate the streams in the Bonne Femme Watershed, whether it is for fishing, wading, paddling, or simply for their aesthetics.  New-style livable communities enhance the quality of life by giving people a greater connection to the environment by helping to protect it, and by providing greater opportunity for interactions with their neighbors. 

Good roads, municipal services, and retail are complementary vision elements.   A well-designed road network helps people get to and from retail locations safely and efficiently.  The roads also convey the delivery of municipal services such as fire and police protection and ambulance service.  The retail helps to sustain the tax base that supports the municipal services and good roads. 

New-style livable communities and healthy streams are complementary vision elements.  An example of such a community is one that is designed using Low Impact Development (LID) techniques.  LID manages the quality and quantity of stormwater runoff such that streams health is maintained.


Special protection for certain areas is complementary with recharge areas, parks, karst, undevelopled areas and clean water (healthy streams).  The purpose of special protections for certain areas is to protect the streams, karst and recharge areas.  One way of providing special protections would be to encourage undeveloped areas. Another way of providing special protections would be through acquiring park land, either for existing or new parks.

Parks and healthy streams are complementary elements.  Parks generally have a low amount of stormwater runoff since they tend to have low amounts of impervious surfaces, and they are not heavy users of pesticides and nutrients; both these facets help to maintain stream health.  Healthy streams are a popular component of parks that enhance their enjoyment.  They are also essential to parks’ ecological functioning and educational value.
Conflicting

The two subgroups outlined which elements they thought were conflicting. Two vision elements are considered conflicting when they would be achieved using current practices and policies, they would be detrimental to one another.  The conflicts need to be resolved in the process of setting an achievable goal.  The raw list of the conflicting vision elements is included to help the reader understand from where this narrative came.  
The vision elements of urbanization (roads, retail, and conventional development) and healthy streams are conflicting.  They are in conflict because the stormwater that runs off of unmitigated urbanized areas is usually of poor quality and large in volume, both of which degrade the streams.  

Urbanization can also conflict with preventing flooding of structures.  This is because unmitigated urbanization increases flood peaks for a given storm, thereby increasing the flooding of structures. 

The cost of implementing stream-protecting best management practices (BMPs) and sewage treatment conflict with adequate funding sources.  Many BMPs have a cost associated with them that is more than what is currently required.  Likewise, many older sewer systems (both individual and community systems) do not adequately treat their effluent and need to be updated or replaced.  A conflict arises when there is a lack of external funds (especially from the federal government) to pay for the BMPs and sewers.

Urbanization and viable agriculture are two conflicting vision elements. An area that urbanizes cannot be farmed.  This is mostly due to the fact that the land where the agricultural activities would have taken place is physically not available.  In addition, zoning usually restricts agricultural activities of any significance in urban settings.
Property rights and clean water conflict.  People that want to have the right to use their land as they see fit can be slowed down or stopped by restrictions that protect streams. 

Urbanization and special protection for certain areas are conflicting elements.  Special protections can hamper development by decreasing where it can occur.  As an area develops, there are fewer locations that can have special protections. 

Developed and undeveloped areas are inherently in conflict because a particular location can only be one or the other. 

