Bonne Femme Policy Committee Minutes 19-2-04 
Those Present: Policy Committee: Larry Oetting, Roger Ballew, Bob Hutton, Karen Miller, Debbie Schnedler, Mike Asmus, Gary Woody, Peter Ashbrook.

Steering Committee: Scott Schulte, Bill Florea, Terry Frueh, Roxie Campbell, Scott Voney, Bob Lerch.

A power point production by Terry and Scott Schulte introduced the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of watersheds in general and the specifics of what this project is about, including the role of the Policy Committee, which is to:

· Act as a liaison with your agency about the project

· Provide interagency cooperation

· Make recommendations to the steering committee

· Perform an advisory function

· policy recommendations

· sounding board

· Provide input on the composition of the Stakeholder Committee

Terry gave a summary of what we as a project are working on: 

· Hired Urban Watershed Conservationist

· Data gathering started (dye-tracing preliminary results on first experiment, water quality sampling, geomorphic monitoring – design phase)

· Outreach presentations in the near future (HBA, Columbia Chamber of Commerce, Friends of Rock Bridge, etc.); started putting together a brochure for the project

· Networking: others doing watershed-related work out-state, previous Bonne Femme grant staff, and set up regular meeting of locals doing watershed work

· Web page design and content development in progress

· Geographic Information Systems and Subwatershed Sensitivity Analysis RFP sent out Feb. 9, should have contract signed by early April

· Attended several workshops (Stream restoration, urban issues, water law)

· Started setting up next fall’s Bonne Femme Watershed Forum

· Gathering economic info for educational purposes

· History of Little Bonne Femme Creek article written (still to be published)

It was decided Debbie would be chair of the committee, and Larry would be vice-chair.  There followed discussion of many topics:


· How did the Steering Committee decide where to do dye tracing? The goal of current dye tracing is to fill in gaps in knowledge from what previous dye tracing efforts covered. 

· What other communities are doing watershed planning?  Around the country, there are many efforts, and Terry has access to some of their work. There are some efforts in Missouri, but this project is unique for its inclusion of a broad spectrum of political entities that have jurisdiction within the watershed. 

· It was clarified who is on the Policy Committee and who is on the Steering Committee (see above under Those Present). In the future, 2 or 3 members from the Steering Committee will attend the Policy Committee to take minutes and inform the Policy Committee of project activities. 

· It was questioned whether a developer should be on the Policy Committee.  Several commented that it is best to have stakeholders represented on the Stakeholder Committee. 

· It was questioned whether Boone County Electric Cooperative should have a representative on the Policy Committee. They were not invited because their decisions do not directly influence where development occurs (in contrast with water and sewer lines’ placement, which does influence where development occurs).  

· A comment was made that many organizations had provided comment to USEPA in connection with placing the Hinkson Creek on the impaired water list, since restricting development there would force it to other more sensitive areas such as the Bonne Femme Watershed.

· It was suggested that prior to making policies, the Policy Committee needs to decide upon a clear set of principles or goals.  The Steering Committee’s goal is no further degradation of water resources in the greater Bonne Femme Watershed.

· There was agreement that the Policy Committee wants policies that will work in our community. Emphasis was placed on coordination among entities represented.

It was decided to send out a news release about the formation of the Policy Committee.
Next Policy Committee Meeting: 

TBD
Debbie suggested doing Stakeholder Committee member recommendations via e-mail.

At the next meeting, each Policy Committee member will present issues/concerns they have that are related to the Bonne Femme Watershed. They will receive an agenda prior to the meeting. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Terry Frueh on 25 Feb, ‘04.

